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www.adaptcentre.ieEthic Canvas

• Need tools for capture and reflection of ethical implications within 
highly iterative data hungry, test & pivot innovation processes

• Ethics Canvas is a reflective, unmediated & easy-to-use approach to the 
analysis of ethical issues

• Applied an iterative, 
usability-driven approach to the 
design of the ethics canvas

• Tested it in classroom settings 
with promising results

• Freely available: 
ethicscanvas.org 
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www.adaptcentre.ieWhy a Linked Data Vocabulary?

• Online version offers basic sharing of whole canvas and linking via 
plain text tags

• No federation of repositories

• No support for structuring tags

• Linked Data for sharing analyses and best practice

• Ex-ante: share and link technology ethics analyses between 
researchers

• Intra: Systematic process for ethical analysis and 
organisational learning,

• Ex-post: Evidence gathering and issue generalisation for 
public policy studies, organsiation logs for future scrutiniy



www.adaptcentre.ieLinked Open Data Vocabulary

PROV-O

• Track changes over iterations of canvas

• Track multi-stakeholder engagement in a canvas
DCAT as basis for sharable data



www.adaptcentre.ieConclusions & Future Work

• The need for ethical consideration of the impact of Big Data and AI 
is clear

• BUT we lack tools and best practice – ethic canvas is an early 
approach

• The structure and tag sharing of the online canvas points to a way 
of sharing case studies and experience with innovation Ethics as 
interlinked Structured Data

• Future tools could further populate such data sets. 

• Have started using name entity recognition and text 
classification to highlight stakeholder classes, specific 
organisations, resources and technologies

• Widen to structured data capture for other innovation ethics 
methods


